
SIMPLE MACHINES 
EXPERIMENT

YOU NEED: 

A LONG STRING

A ROCK, BOOK, OR OTHER HEAVY OBJECT

A RAIL ING OR BANISTER

BUILD A SIMPLE PULLEY

1. Tie the string around your heavy object.

2. Try to lift the object straight up with the string. Is it easy or difficult 

to lift?

3. Loop the loose end of the string not tied to the object around the 

railing or banister.

4. Pull down on the loose end of the string to pull the object up.

Was it easier or harder to lift the object on the string once it was wrapped over the banister or 
railing? How did the pulley help you do work?

This activity was designed to support learning in the  
Simple Machines app. Learn more at tinybop.com.

www.tinybop.com
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/simple-machines-by-tinybop/id936966570?mt=8&uo=4&at=11lo3q&ct=hb-sma
http://tinybop.com

